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STATE:
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COUN T Y:

Clay
FOR NPS USE ONLY
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NAME
COMMON:

Watkins Mill
AND''OR HISTORIC:

-STRtiF.T ANC.'. UUM6£R:

6 miles northwest of Excelsior Springs in Watkins Mill State P;
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STATE CODE

Missouri 29

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
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Clay 047
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.CATEGORY 

(Check One) "

(2 District rj Building 

O Site   £] Structure 

D Object

OWNERSHIP

$3 Public 

y~] Private 

P] Both

Public Acquisition: 

{71 In Process 

1 1 Being Considered

STATUS

( 1 Occupied 

53 Unoccupied

in progresr

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

X~l Restricted 

j 1 Unrestricted

n NO

P-RESENT USE (Check One or ,Vore as Appropriate)

LTl Agricultural Q Government XJ Por ^ CJ Transportation 

C Commercial [D "Industrial Q Private Residence Q) Other (Specify) 

(~1 Educational 1 1 Military | i Reliaious

1 1 Entertainment CS Museum Q

fj Comments

Scientific
_-.,...
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State of Missouri, State Park Board
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J7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
Excellent

(Chuck One)

} Deteriorated Ruin Unexposed

(Check One) 

'J Altered }£] Unaltered

(Chock One) 

f~) Moved Jf] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL- (if known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fresent Con dit i o n

The three-story brick mill survives, together vith the 
manor house and the octagonal schoolhouse. Both the mill and 
its machinery are in an excellent state of preservation.

The mill has been termed 
subject, vho stated:

"unique" by an authority on the

...there is not, to my knowledge, one other example of 
a 19th century textile mill vith all the original 
machinery...

The textile machines carding machines, spinning 
machines, looms, and so forth--represent the finest 
types manufactured in the United States in the third 
quarter of the 19th century. Generally speaking, 
textile machines of this period have not been preserved, 
as mills in operation discarded them as they wore out or 
became obsolete. The tvo ring frames, used as twisters, 
are the earliest full-size machines of this type in 
existence. The ring fracevas invented by an American, 
John 'Thorpe, and patented in l82p. We have several 
patent models in our collection, but I 
of a single full-size ring frame in a 
in this country.-* 

m 
m

z.

do hot know 
museum collection

In addition to the above mentioned structures, the property 
contains a smokehouse, an 1870's church and the family 
cemetery.

n

o

^-Letter from Grace L. Rogers, Associate Curator in Charge 
Division of Textiles, Smithsonian Institution, to Ray H. 
Mattison, National Park Service, October 9, 1961.



S. SIGNIFICANCE

PLRIOD (Check One or A/ore as 

[~j Pro-Columbian 

Q 1 5th Century

SPLCIF-IC DATE'S- flf Awilicrtb

Appropriate; 

n 16fh Century 

D 17th Century
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Q Prehistoric [~~] Engineering f^] 

Q Historic [=£ Industry . . . 

E3 Agriculture [  j Invention ,["] 

jv] Architecture [H Landscape ["| 

O Art Architecture [ | 

Q Commerce Q Literature 
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[J Conservation p-| M us j c ~i

Q] 18th Century 

^"J 19lH 'Century

Political 

Religion ''Phi 

losophy 

Science -  - 

Sculpture 

Socia 1 'Human 

itarian 

T heater 

Transportation

G 20th Century

[_J Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)
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Built in 1859-1860 as the central feature of a self- ' 
sufficient community on Missouri's western frontier, Watkins j 
Mill today is probably the best preserved example of a mid j 
nineteenth century woolen mill. Not only the building, but j 
the rare machinery and the voluininious business records also \ 
have been preserved.

Waltus Watkins, builder of the mill, was born in Virginia! 
in l8o6 and grew up in Kentucky. At the age of 25 he moved j 
to Liberty, Missouri where he operated a gristmill and later, 
a cotton mill. The baled cotton was brought up the Missouri 
River from St. Louis. In 1838 he bought the land for his 
Utopian community and built a log cabin residence. In 1851 
he built a large brick manor house and, some time later, an 
octagonal schoolhouse for his own and the children of his 
workmen. At first Watkins carried on a grain- and stock 
farming operation, but in 1859 he began to build his woolen 
mill. He salvaged a boiler from a sunken steamboat and 
ordered the latest equipment from the East, along with 
skilled operators. Other labor was hired locally, but many 
of his employees lived in cottages .he built for them. Watkins 
died in l881|, and about two years later the mill ceased 
operation.

The property remained in the hands of Watkins' heirs 
until 19^5- The new owners preserved the buildings and 
records, but efforts to bring the mill into public ownership 
were unavailing. When the property was sold again at public 
auction in 1£57 > the mill records apd Watkins family were 
given to th^JacksoiTXiounty Historical Society, and were 
deposited in the "Harry S. Truman Library. A non-profit 
organization, the Watkins Mill Association, was formed to 
operate the mill as a museum under lease from the new owner. 
 It became a-State Park in May 1962.
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LATITUDE AND LONCilTUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO=FRTY ' 

————————— —————————————————————————— ______________________ f

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
D»gr$es Minutes' Seconds • Degrees' Mfnufes 'Seconrcfs
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ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: , CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

to--' FORM PREPARED BY •<• -: -•:•?; :: . :; ::•:-;. ^-'-. : • • . . ;:-: : ;,:-
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Donald F. Dosch, Landmark Program Specialist
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Boundary Descrpiton for Watkins 
Mill national Historic Landmark

>atkins Mill State Park is "T" shaped)

Beginning at a point 0.12 miles directly south of the southwest 
corner of the west arm of Watkins Mill State Park.

 No-rth to the southwest corner of the west arm of the park, continuing 
north along the west boundary of the west arn 0.52 miles to its 
northwest corner, continuing another 0.25 miles directly north to 
County Road MM.

North and east along Road MM about 2.lU miles to its intersection 
with the road which skirts the east "boundary of the park's east arm.

South 1.38 miles along the above mentioned east boundary road to 
the southeast corner of the park's eastern arm.

West along the south boundary of the east arm and continuing across 
the center of the park 1.7^ miles to the starting point.

The 1,520 acres recommended for the landmark is part of the original 
Watkins patent of 5,000 acres.

This acreage is needed to preserve an appropriate setting for the 
buildings and other historic features that formed the heart of the 
Watkins plantation.

All of the landmark will eventually be acquired by the state and 
managed as historic land.
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6 miles northwest of Excelsior Snrings in Watkins Mill State Park
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SOURCE:
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(D.c. 1968)
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Watkins Mill

Watkins Home
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Missouri

Jhoto by Mattison, April 1962

NSHSB
Ifear Kearney, Missouri

Ihoto by Jfattison, ^rril 1962.
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USHSB')
Ifear Fbarney, Missouri

•'•JUS
Brick MM near Vfatkins Mill.

1962




